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 This article aims to construct a research methodology in the field of 
Sustainability Accounting (SA) which refers to the concept of deep 
ecology based on eco-centrism as well as a religious holistic based on 
universal values of religious teachings. The construction was carried 
out to "revive" SA through an ecosophical philosophy combined with 
the values of religious teachings, so that SA can rediscover its spirit, 
soul, or identity, which places the interests of all beings into one unity 
with self-interest. The construction results found a new methodology, 
namely Religious-Ecocentrism which can arouse human consciousness 
at the highest level beyond the Utopian method which views the 
implementation of SA as referring to ecological ethics based on infinite 
love for all God's creatures in order to realize universe sustainability. 
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1. Introduction 
Various multidimensional crises that are global in nature are currently hitting the 

world in all aspects of life without exception that occur due to environmental pollution and 
uncontrolled exploitation of nature through high-technology. The imbalance of power is 
seen as the cause of the energy, food and economic crisis on access to natural resources as 
well as high quality products [1]. The main causes of these crises are policies and 
development strategies that are not pro-people and not environmentally friendly, thus 
providing opportunities for business actors to exploit nature arbitrarily. As a result, the 
environment and all inherent natural resources are exploited and sacrificed by business 
actors in order to realize massive economic growth and maximum profit for the company. 
This condition then triggers the emergence of the concept of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR), which in the context of accounting is known as sustainability 
accounting. Sustainability Accounting (SA) is conceptually interpreted as a tool that 
companies use to make company look more sustainable, where there has been a shift in the 
company's accounting system that has shifted from “traditional accounting” to “modern 
accounting”, which focuses not only on economic information, but also social and 
environmental information. Therefore, with this transformation, the company's business 
activities have also undergone a change, where the impacts considered in making decisions 
include financial impacts, social impacts, and environmental impacts. 



82             International Journal of Religious and Cultural Studies   
ISSN 2656-694x    Vol. 3, No. 1, (April) 2021, pp. 81-98 

 I Gusti Ayu Agung Omika Dewi (Religious Ecocentrism…) 

The emergence of the concepts of CSR and SA has prompted companies to compete 
in declaring themselves as the most responsible company, most concerned with social and 
environmental conditions to create the impression that they are a "sustainable" company. 
Value creation in a company is often done through the SA mechanism so that the company 
becomes more sustainable, where the measurement used refers to the Triple Bottom Line 
(TBL) concept [2]. In accordance with this definition, the history of modernism shows that 
most companies (organizations) have implemented SA only at a surface level (material or 
physical) which is anthropocentric in nature. Why is that? Because SA in practice so far 
refers to the concept of the TBL which is described through 3P, namely Profit (Economy), 
People (Social), and Planet (Environment) and is analyzed using theories including 
Legitimacy Theory. So, doesn't the 3P concept and the Legitimacy theory used to analyze 
SA seem only as a camouflage to hide the true "motive" of the company so that it remains 
"sustainable" and has a positive image in the eyes of the community? This anthropocentric 
implementation of SA considers that humans are the center of all values and considers 
nature as a tool to create value for humans so that it leads to acts of oppression against 
nature arbitrarily. 

The postmodernism view appears to convey a counter-narrative by using the Utopian 
method in reconstructing the accounts used in SA as an effort to save (maintain 
sustainability) species including humans themselves from extinction [3]. However, is 
Utopian already the right method to analyze SA? The purpose of this article is to present 
the development of a methodology in the field of SA which refers to the concept of deep 
ecology based on ecocentrism as well as a religious holistic based on universal values of 
religious teachings. Capra (1996) in his article entitled Deep Ecology: A New Paradigm 
states that anthropocentric is a shallow ecology which has a different perspective from 
deep ecology. Shallow ecology is an anthropocentric which sees humans as being above or 
outside nature, as the source of all values, and considers nature only as an instrument, or 
applies value to nature. Deep ecology does not separate humans from the natural 
environment, nor does it separate everything from the natural environment. Deep Ecology 
does not see the world as a collection of isolated objects but as a network of phenomena 
that are interconnected and fundamentally interdependent. Deep ecology recognizes the 
intrinsic values of all living things and views humans as only a special part in the web of 
life. This new ecological paradigm implies a conforming ecologically oriented ethic. The 
ethical framework linked to the old paradigm is no longer sufficient to address some of the 
major ethical issues of our day, most of which pose threats to non-human forms of life. The 
implementation of SA in the era of modernism according to a shallow ecology view has 
resulted in the separation of accounting from "God", because the main focus is self interest 
or group interest. So that accounting is considered dead because it has separated from God 
as the source of its "soul" or "spirit". The Utopian method used in accordance with the 
postmodernism view has not been able to find any separation of accounting from God 
itself, so the construction of this SA methodology is carried out at a level beyond the 
Utopian method. 

The construction of the SA methodology at the beyond postmodernism level is 
indeed important to do because there has been a failure to understand the value substance 
of SA. As stated by Mulawarman (2019) in the context of Agricultural Accounting there 
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has also been a failure to understand the essence of value, sanctity, and prophetic image, 
both in the past, present, and future, so that accounting and agriculture experience 
domination and coercion over the construction of historical algorithmic trajectories 
continuously [4]. The complex and acute historical failure then raises the image of the truth 
of accounting and agriculture that cannot be denied and "must" be implemented according 
to the ideas of secular capitalism and neoliberalism, which seek to dichotomy values that 
are sacred (God and Religion) such as science and technology in worldly practices, 
including accounting and business practices. The domination of secular capitalism and 
neoliberalism is getting stronger along with the presence of the 4.0 industrial revolution 
which also seeks to "negate God" and considers that civilization still exists today without 
God's power. Since the era of secularism, accounting is considered dead because the 
human side is stronger than the divine side [4]. This situation is in accordance with what 
Harari (2016) stated that humans have become Homo Deus [5]. 

The separation of accounting from agriculture is in line with the separation of 
accounting from God which is marked by the condition that accounting is becoming 
increasingly controlled by Capitalism based on Nihilism. In this context, accounting 
assumptions have been changed to become the language of economics, the language of 
business, to satisfy personal egos, and ignore common interests. This situation then 
prompted Mulawarman (2019) to re-purify accounting through tazkiyah (re-purification) to 
reach Scientia Sacra, which is sacred knowledge which is located at the core of revelation 
and is the center of the circle covering and explaining religious religiosity. In essence, 
according to Nasr (2003) Scientia Sacra [6] can only be achieved through the action of the 
universal human being, Insan Kamil, a Muslim figure who always reflects Allah's Name, 
Nature and Light, in the space and time of civilization, including accounting and 
agriculture in it [4]. The conditions that occur in agricultural accounting are similar to 
those in SA, which are considered dead because they experience separation from God as 
the source of their "soul or spirit". The history of modernism shows that the main focus of 
sustainability accounting is shallow ecology-based anthropocentrism which prioritizes self-
interest or group interest. 

 
2. Method 

The method used in this study is a literature review as an effort to find a suitable 
methodology to construct the concept of SA. The methodological construction is carried 
out by referring to the concept of deep ecology based on eco-centrism as well as religious 
holistic based on universal values of religious teachings, namely love without limits. The 
result is the Religious-Ecocentrism methodology that is used to "revive" SA so that it can 
rediscover its spirit, soul, or identity. 

3. Results and Discussion 
3.1. Sustainability Accounting and The Downfall of Modernism 

Tilt  argues that SA is a sub-category of financial accounting that focuses on disclosing 
information about an organization's non-financial performance to stakeholders [7]. The 
application of SA has many benefits for companies or organizations, including as a tool to 
make the company more "sustainable" or sustainable. By applying the concept of SA, 



84             International Journal of Religious and Cultural Studies   
ISSN 2656-694x    Vol. 3, No. 1, (April) 2021, pp. 81-98 

 I Gusti Ayu Agung Omika Dewi (Religious Ecocentrism…) 

company management has linked the company's business strategy with a sustainability 
framework so that the company will consider more about social and environmental impacts 
that refer to the Triple Bottom Line concept, not only focusing on financial impacts. 
Elkington packs the TBL concept into three key references (3P), including profit, planet, 
and people, meaning that companies (organizations) must act for sustainability by paying 
attention to economic (profit), environmental (planet), and society (people) [8]. However, 
in fact, there are still many companies that use sustainability accounting as a "mask" with 
its 3P concept changing "sustainability" to "profitability". What's more, if the 3P concept is 
only used as a kind of “lipstick” or “blush” for companies trying to cover up the negative 
impact of the business activities they carry out. This condition is of course contrary to the 
true essence of sustainability accounting, which is trying to accommodate the interests of 
different stakeholders. 

Furthermore, it is stated that the theory that is often used to analyze the implementation 
of SA according to the modernism view, is the Legitimacy theory. Legitimacy theory 
implies a conformity between the activities carried out by a company with the values or 
norms held by the community where the company operates. The use of Legitimacy theory 
in previous accounting research can be seen from research conducted by Dewi and Dewi 
(2017) which examines Green Banking, CSR and Going Concern in banking sector 
companies in Indonesia [9]. The results of this study found that the implementation of 
Green Banking can strengthen the interaction between CSR and Going Concern. So, 
according to the view of the Legitimacy theory, The concern of banking companies on the 
Indonesia Stock Exchange can be seen from the implementation of Green Banking, which 
in fact can strengthen the relationship between CSR implementation and the company's 
going concern (sustainability). This research is expected to contribute to the results of this 
study to assist banking management in implementing Green Banking in relation to the 
implementation of CSR as an effort to create a good image in the eyes of stakeholders. 
Legitimacy theory holds that the company (organization) will attempt to carry out 
whatever action is deemed necessary in an effort to maintain a good image as a legitimate 
company in the eyes of stakeholders [10]. 

Further search regarding usage Legitimacy theory in analyzing SA shows that there is a 
“motivation” that underlies companies to disclose social and environmental information 
through SA mechanisms [11,12]. There are three reasons that motivate companies to 
practice sustainability reporting. First, non-compliance, which means that as a corporate 
strategy that ultimately brings profit [13]. Second, in compliance which means as a form of 
obligation because its implementation is forced by regulations. Third, beyond compliance 
as a form of awareness, which is based on the feeling that the company is part of the 
community. If traced back, The use of legitimacy theory will bring a tendency that the 
implementation of sustainability accounting by companies is not for environmental or 
social interests, but only for the benefit of the company itself. Legitimacy theory which 
states that companies report social and environmental information as a process of 
legitimacy for all their activities will lead us to understand that the implementation of 
sustainability accounting is to perpetuate the company's efforts to maximize profits so that 
the company's financial performance can increase. 
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In simple terms, it can be said that, based on the legitimacy theory, the company's 
motivation to implement it can be seen SA namely as a form of obeying the rules, realizing 
competitive advantage, complying with the rules of loan contracts, fulfilling community 
expectations, legitimizing company activities, and to attract investors [14]. Based on this 
explanation, it can be seen that the use of legitimacy theory will be in line with the view of 
modernism which is full of capitalistic values, which assumes that the implementation of 
SA is carried out by companies because there is an element of compulsion through 
economic considerations and the provisions required by regulations. In the context of 
environmental management, the mistake of the human perspective that considers himself 
not a part of nature or part of the entire ecosystem causes humans to not realize that 
ecological damage due to environmental management that relies too much on human 
interests (anthropocentric) will ultimately confront humans themselves. Anthropocentric 
ethics has received a lot of criticism and criticism because it places humans as biological 
humans who have a "life to life" perspective and even more narrowly "live for humans". 
The environmental crisis is thought to occur because human behavior is influenced by 
anthropocentric perspectives. Such exploitative, destructive and indifferent behavior 
patterns are thought to be rooted in a perspective that only cares for human interests. 
Anthropocentric ethics has received a lot of criticism and criticism because it places 
humans as biological humans who have a "life to life" perspective and even more narrowly 
"live for humans". The environmental crisis is thought to occur because human behavior is 
influenced by anthropocentric perspectives. Such exploitative, destructive and indifferent 
behavior patterns are thought to be rooted in a perspective that only cares for human 
interests. Anthropocentric ethics has received a lot of criticism and criticism because it 
places humans as biological humans who have a "life to life" perspective and even more 
narrowly "live for humans". The environmental crisis is thought to occur because human 
behavior is influenced by anthropocentric perspectives. Such exploitative, destructive and 
indifferent behavior patterns are thought to be rooted in a perspective that only cares for 
human interests. 

Anything that humans can do to nature, as long as it does not harm human interests, as 
long as it does not have an impact that is detrimental to human interests (in the sense of 
short-term interests) Human moral obligations and responsibilities to the environment - 
solely for the sake of fulfilling the interests of fellow profit-oriented humans. Profit, which 
is the orientation of capitalism, has resulted in damage to the balance of human life by 
over-stimulating the development of economic potential and not contributing to increasing 
welfare, but resulting in decreased social conditions [15]. This is in line with what 
environmental activists say, Human Rights, and local communities who often state that the 
basic motive of all the CSR concepts offered is only used as a strategy for neoliberalism to 
continue to be able to necessitate oppressive capitalism [16]. Empirical evidence regarding 
the existence of capitalism hegemony can be seen in the research of Mulawarman and 
Kamayanti (2018) which shows how the neoliberalism project has forced accountants and 
standard setters to "surrender" because they are influenced by secular anthropology that 
relies on the concept of "self" as a result of the infiltration of Secular Western culture 
through education and educators as agents who find their legitimacy in state policies [17]. 
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Currently, company management has implemented many SA in the company's business 
activities and is committed to disclosing the economic, social and environmental impacts 
of the company's business activities. The motivation for disclosing information related to 
CSR according to the view of legitimacy theory is primarily for sustainability purposes or 
also known as going concern. The key word for going concern according to Mulawarman 
(2019) is efficiency, which is a mandatory implementation of agency theory that focuses 
on the interaction between principal and agent in terms of wealth interests. So, for the 
purpose of maximizing the principal and agent's wealth in agency theory, the company will 
take any action to maintain the company's image through legitimacy theory. With this 
concept, it can be seen again that "sustainability" or "going concern" under the perspective 
of Agency Theory, Legitimacy Theory and all its derivatives only prioritize the interests of 
shareholders (owners of capital) and tend to "put aside" the interests of stakeholders. As 
stated by Kusdewanti (2016: 77) that Agency Theory creates ideological realities that lead 
to Legitimacy for economic orientation, because it has been "possessed" by neoclassical 
ideas so that the reality that emerges is the rationality of individualism of actors to create 
"welfare" through (rhetoric) contractual equilibrium. Why does this happen? Once again 
the cause is because the implementation of SA has “negated” God so that egocentrism is 
put forward rather than collective interest [18]. 

The history of modernism notes that the concept of SA in a global context first 
surfaced in the 1970s. Crowther (2000) states that social accounting includes a fairly broad 
aspect of company performance and can accommodate the interests of many stakeholders. 
The aspect in question consists of a focus on shareholders, a focus on interaction with the 
community, and a focus on the environment (ecology) [19]. At the international level, 
actually many companies have implemented various social and environmental reporting 
standards in an effort to show that their business is responsible [20]. Various standards are 
used as a basis for implementing sustainability accounting, including: (1) Global Reporting 
Initiative's (GRI), is a company sustainability report guide to support the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG's) initiated by the UN in 1997 through the Coalition for 
Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES) and UNEP; (2) Accountability's 
(AA1000) standard, is a company reporting guide that conforms to the concept of "Triple 
Bottom Line" (profit, people, planet) which was initiated by John Elkingtong in 1998; (3) 
Social Accountability International's SA8000's Standard; (4) ISO 14000 Environmental 
Management Standard; (5) ISO 26000 Guidance Standard on Social Responsibility and the 
most recent is Sustainable Development Goals or SDG's. As for the context in Indonesia, 
the implementation of SA is regulated in Law no. 40 of 2007 concerning Limited Liability 
Companies (PT) and also regulated in Financial Accounting Standards (SAK). 

The existence of these various standards is not sufficient to solve problems related to 
sustainability. Why is that? Because the standard setters involved in the preparation of 
these various standards seem to prioritize personal and group interests more than universal 
interests. For example, SDG's in relation to sustainability received criticism from the Club 
of Romeo who doubted the SDG's vision was considered to have transformational reach, 
but the implementation of the SDG's 2030 Agenda is almost impossible to achieve, 
especially if the orientation is on the success of the eleven social and economic goals. The 
impact of accelerating growth does provide a solution to the achievement of socio-
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economic goals but at the expense of the environment and pushes the planet's boundaries 
into high-risk zones (Mulawarman, 2019: 18). The Club of Romeo then offers an 
alternative so that the implementation of the 2030 Agenda can be achieved, where the 
condition is that conventional growth must be replaced by policies that prioritize wellfare 
and wellbeing by placing ecological and social goals at the forefront of policy making. 

Furthermore, regarding the objectives of sustainability on the SDGs, Capra (1988, 389-
403) offers a more paradigmatic solution called the Systemic Wisdom View of Life based 
on an integral awareness of the essential interrelationships and interdependence of all 
physical, biological, psychological, social and cultural phenomena, as well as an economy 
that also cannot be separated from the integrality of the system. In this system, humans and 
social organizations in their interactions must be connected to the surrounding 
environmental ecosystems which are the support of dynamic and non-linear life [21]. The 
two alternative proposals from the Club of Romeo and Capra, according to Mulawarman 
(2019: 20), cannot yet be a clear explanation in the context of sustainability. Why is that? 
Because once again the two proposals are not inspired by the existence of a "divine 
element", so that the proposal has not really made sustainability accounting a "life again". 
3.2. Sustainability Accounting and The Emergence of Postmodernism 

Currently we are faced with a situation that modernism has ruled the world in various 
fields of life without exception including accounting. A new view emerged that brought 
extraordinary changes in the world of accounting, where this view is known as the 
postmodernism paradigm. The postmodernist paradigm can be seen as a solution to the 
problems arising from capitalists, because it can see the various relationalities of 
accounting science and practice itself. The paradigm of postmodernism is very much 
against the metanarative view (neoliberalism thought) which claims to have found the truth 
about the social world. On the other hand, the postmodernism paradigm always puts 
forward the use of various approaches so that problems can be answered comprehensively. 
Postmodernism also provides space to communicate openly, democratic, cooperative and 
demonstrative in the discourse to propose truth in a better and dynamic social order, in 
various disciplines including accounting. More specifically, SA in the frame of 
postmodernism is opposite to modernism which aims to expand and shape a diversity of 
perspectives, so that sustainability accounting is no longer co-opted in one dominant 
perspective. Kamayanti (2020: 35) states that the saturation of modern assumptions 
(positivism, interpretivism, and criticism) raises a postmodernist paradigm with the 
assumption of the absence of concrete reality [22]. 

Efforts to define SA within the framework of postmodernism will result in a 
"deadlock" because postmodernism rejects a single truth, both truths resulting from the 
paradigm of positivism, interpretivism, and criticism. For example, we can look at previous 
accounting research conducted by Dewi (2010) regarding SA. The research found that the 
reality of "sustainability" is understood in three forms, namely pseudo sustainability; 
obligatory sustainability (mandatory sustainability); and humanism sustainability 
(humanist sustainability). The findings of this research, in the postmodernist paradigm, are 
considered unable to explain the reality of "sustainability" completely and completely, and 
there are still capitalist values in it. Previous research in the postmodernist paradigm 
carried out by Gray and Milne (2018) aims to offer a counter-narrative because it views 
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humanity as the root cause of most of the current species extinction. So it can be said that 
actually humans are also in an endangered situation and that human extinction is 
considered a good thing. Humans are said to be destructive because they have tried in 
various ways to issue various (western) narratives that seem to care about nature and the 
environment, but in fact have oppressed the natural environment along with the various 
species in it. Gray and Milne (2018) came up with a new paradigm, namely postmodernism 
to construct SA using the Utopian method through the imagination of a better world in the 
future. This postmodernism view has led to a counter-narrative of the current conditions to 
free accounting, especially SA from the hegemony of capitalism. However, the counter-
narrative discussed in Gray and Milne's (2018) article has not considered the aspects of 
spirituality or religiosity which play an important role in constructing SA, in order to 
animate, give "spirit", and give identity to SA. This postmodernism view has led to a 
counter-narrative to the current conditions to free accounting, especially SA from the 
hegemony of capitalism. However, the counter-narrative discussed in Gray and Milne's 
(2018) article has not considered the aspects of spirituality or religiosity which play an 
important role in constructing SA, in order to animate, give "spirit", and give identity to 
SA. This postmodernism view has led to a counter-narrative to the current conditions to 
free accounting, especially SA from the hegemony of capitalism. However, the counter-
narrative discussed in Gray and Milne's (2018) article has not considered the aspects of 
spirituality or religiosity which play an important role in constructing SA, in order to 
animate, give "spirit", and give identity to SA. 

Previous accounting research which also used the postmodern paradigm was carried 
out by Dewi (2014) who reconstructed the CSR reporting model using the Hindu 
philosophy, Tri Hita Karana (THK) [23]. Reconstruction resulted in four aspects of 
accountability, namely the economy, measured using direct economic indicators and 
indirect economic indicators; social, measured using indicators; labor practices and 
occupational safety, human rights, empowerment of local communities, and product 
responsibility; environment, measured using environmental indicators (raw materials, 
energy, water, emissions, effluent and waste, biodiversity); and spiritual, measured using 
spiritual indicators (obedience to natural laws), devotion to fellow humans, and sacrifice to 
nature (environment). Dewi's research (2014) has considered the spiritual aspect, but it is 
only limited to the nature of humans as homo-religious beings. Based on the above 
explanation, apart from all the advantages, the postmodernism paradigm also has 
weaknesses. The weakness of the postmodernism paradigm lies in its unstructured, non-
formal, irregular approach and usually does not conform to scientific principles. Reality in 
the postmodern viewpoint is described by Rosenau (1992), as assumptions about the 
author, reader, text, subject, history, and theory [24]. Postmodernism holds that the goal of 
obtaining truth is not the perspective of the main goal of science. Postmodernism rejects 
theory because it reflects truths which in the context of social science have a very 
theoretical character. Truth in postmodernism is a plurality, then all monopolistic claims to 
truth are completely opposed by postmodernism (Kamayanti, 2020: 36-37). 
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3.3. Postmodernism, the Utopian Method, and the Urgency of Alternative Paradigms 
Today's accounting language or capitalism accounting language, or the language of 

profit and loss. So every word in capitalism accounting means profit or loss. This concept 
is of course contrary to postmodernism which views accounting as not just profit or loss 
[25]. Postmodernism is the antithesis of modernism that answers problems that cannot be 
solved by human reason and has a very anti-establishment nature (status quo). Featherstone 
(1988) concludes that postmodernism is a method of critical analysis that seeks to 
dismantle the anomalies and myths of modernism paradigm, open irony, linkages between 
texts and paradoxes, try to find a theory of postmodern society, and describe it in the social 
realities that exist in contemporary Western society today [26]. Today we are faced with 
the challenge that Capitalism and Liberalism have changed faces for a long time, where 
liberalism has adapted to become Neoliberalism. Our world is no longer in the era of 
modernism, humanism, secularism, democracy, because it has entered the world of 
postmodernism, posthumanism, postsecularism, postdemocracy, and even post of everyting 
[27]. 

The challenge for our society is self-sovereignty, land, food, energy, and all the 
sovereignty needed as an independent, independent, and sovereign nation in our own 
country with a new universe. Mulawarman mentioned all these challenges as Universal 
Colonialism which is everywhere, whether physical, material, even values, conscience and 
has been considered as universal consciousness, awareness of universal truth. It is also this 
Universal Colonialism Challenge that is currently being faced by SA in realizing the goal 
of sustainability. Universal Colonialism views the truth, as the foundation of old 
Capitalism and Communism, namely empiricism, concrete, material, for self-interest and 
fulfills the rules for the growth of Social Darwinism. The ease with which Universal 
Colonialism is designed from the present truth, here and in accordance with the human 
being, no longer Allah SWT [27]. Based on this explanation, it can be seen that Universal 
Colonialism emerged as a challenge in society, specifically in SA to thwart the 
achievement of the goal of sustainability as a result of the strengthening of the human self 
that tries to eliminate divine truth. 

Ideally, the objective of implementing SA is to create a universe of sustainability, 
where in order to achieve this goal, an appropriate methodology is needed. Gray and Milne 
(2018), through the postmodernist paradigm, offer a narrative through the Utopian method 
that comes from imaginative thinking as an effort to find solutions to solving a problem. 
The narrative offered is in the form of new accounts that help humans to imagine things 
that are currently unthinkable. When viewed in the context of SA, it can be seen that Gray 
and Milne (2018) offer a narrative as the antithesis of the existence of a western narrative 
that is anthropocentrism. in the form of the discourse "Will humans become extinct along 
with the extinction of species caused by the act of humans themselves who exploit nature 
without limits?" Of course, this condition will thwart the achievement of sustainability 
goals. Therefore, to change the future we must change the story, and replace it with a new 
myth, to change our world view that will clearly resonate with many indigenous peoples, 
and one that seeks to generate hope and optimism. 

This Utopian method, in my view, cannot yet provide solutions to problems related to 
SA. Why is that? Because the Utopian method's attempt to change the future is based 
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solely on an imaginative narrative that doesn't necessarily lead people to believe it. 
According to Kamayanti (2020: 39), knowledge that is built from a research will ultimately 
affect our lives deeply. So, if an assumption is believed to be true and science is built on 
that assumption, of course the built-in science reflects the truth of the assumption. The 
method in the end is not just a research tool. Methods rooted in a particular paradigm will 
form a particular civilization. In retrospect, one point is not addressed in all the 
assumptions of the thinking of Burrell and Morgan (1979), Chua (1986), and Sarantakos 
(1994) are assumptions about God as the embodiment of secular modernity [28–30]. If 
God is not "involved" in any science, including accounting, what will the future be like for 
accounting? Mulawarman (2010: 164) explains how assumptions about God, for example 
placing Islam as a specific paradigm and separate from other paradigms [31]. Therefore, it 
is necessary to have an urgency to use a paradigm that believes that God must exist in the 
development of science. Why is that? In accordance with the personality of the Indonesian 
nation, which has various religions, ethnicities, customs, cultures, races and so on, it is 
united in the foundation of the state, namely Pancasila, which clearly states the belief in the 
existence of God.  

Basically, the existence of a science cannot be separated from the existence of God, 
including the science of accounting itself. If God does not exist, how can man exist, and 
how can science exist? In the context of SA, this thinking can be understood that the goal 
of sustainability can only be achieved if the existence of God is the source. Why is that? 
The key word for achieving a universe of sustainability is life balance, justice and shared 
prosperity. This is of course very much in accordance with the personality of the 
Indonesian nation, which, although different, is still one as stated in the motto of Unity in 
Diversity, Tan Hana Dharma Mangrwa. This motto has different meanings but still one, 
there is no dual truth, where the "one" Dharma (truth) is God. If SA has been implemented 
according to these principles, there will be no more dominance of economic aspects 
compared to social and environmental aspects, because everything has been centered on 
spiritual or religious aspects with God as the source, so that universe sustainability can be 
realized. 
3.4. Sustainability Accounting, Shallow Ecology, Deep Ecology 

Modern is a symbol of the abandonment of the past that is not modern which 
emphasizes the closeness to supernatural or even supernatural powers such as theology or 
religion, entering into a better present. Modern views that forces outside humans no longer 
play a significant role in humans. But man is the center of everything. General 
understanding of modernism like that then pushed into accounting, namely Modern 
Accounting. Modern accounting is currently only and always has the connotation of an 
“instrumental” process for the company's business activities. It has even become an 
inevitable adage. Accounting in general (almost) is always connoted as a "tool" for 
recording money flows and delivering financial information in the realm of business 
activities [32]. This connotation also occurs in the realm of SA, which is often seen as a 
tool to create a corporate image so that the company gets a "sustainable" impression in the 
eyes of its stakeholders. What, in fact, is the cause of these various connotations? 

The main cause is the exclusion of "God" in the scientific world, especially in 
accounting because God, religious values and human (subjective) souls are the center and 
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the meeting of God's "values" and awareness of the absolute truth of the holy book, are no 
longer allowed to enter the realm of the universe and social reality scientifically. Even the 
Absolute reality and faith are considered irrelevant, because modernism already has the 
legitimacy of another theological "faith and salvation", namely material progress made 
possible by the market and science-technology. Accounting (as part of Economics) goes 
hand in hand to form a new theology, for the miraculous way the market works through 
The Invisible Hand for welfare, changing personal greed (visible in the certainty of bottom 
line profit, linearity equity, and the availability of progressive cash) becomes social-virtue 
(general goodness), which leads to scientific-technology rationality developed for the 
benefit of profit. Capitalism is the end of the technical interests of positivism and 
empiricism in the real world (Mulawarman, 2013: 153). And how is the result? Our world 
is currently hit by various multidimensional crises that culminated in Covid-19 which has 
ravaged world civilization in various sectors. This crisis is referred to as a complex and 
multidimensional crisis that touches all aspects of life such as health and livelihoods, 
environmental quality and social, economic, technological and political relations. This 
crisis for him is a crisis in the intellectual, moral and spiritual dimensions, an 
unprecedented crisis in the historical record of mankind. 

Capra (1996) argues that the multidimensional crisis is actually rooted in the wrong 
way in which humans perceive themselves as anthropocentric, which results in wrong 
behavior towards nature. Humans mistakenly view nature and mistakenly place themselves 
in the context of the entire universe. Anthropocentric is a shallow ecology which has a 
different perspective from deep ecology. Shallow ecology or anthropocentric sees humans 
as being above or outside nature, as the source of all values, and considers nature only as 
an instrument, or applies value to nature. Deep ecology does not separate humans from the 
natural environment, neitherdoes not separate things from the natural environment. Deep 
Ecology does not see the world as a collection of isolated objects but as a network of 
phenomena that are interconnected and fundamentally interdependent. Deep ecology 
recognizes the intrinsic values of all living things and views humans as only a special part 
in the web of life. This new ecological paradigm (deep ecology) implies a suitably 
ecologically oriented ethic. When viewed in the context of SA, deep ecology can be used 
to find a bright way to unite with nature in order to realize the goals of sustainability. 
3.5. Boundless Love: Perennialism of Holistic Religiosity Towards Universe 
Sustainability 

The development of modern science has met various dead ends after the enlightenment 
century which then triggers to retrace the problems of knowledge. Not all consider that 
modern science is a "deadlock" but for those who realize that the consequences have led to 
destruction both ethically and humanistically, this is worthy of being called a "deadlock" 
(Kusdewanti, 2016: 22). When viewed in the context of SA, the "deadlock" referred to here 
is due to SA, such as agricultural accounting which was initiated by Mulawarman (2019) 
which has experienced "death" because it has separated from God as the source of its 
"soul" or "spirit". It is said thus, because the existence of modern science has made SA 
"lost" in a dead end because it is complacent with the glitz of egocentrism and 
anthropocentrism that promise unlimited wealth and prosperity. Therefore, it is necessary 
to have a way to build a new concept through the construction process as an effort to 
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"revive" SA. This construction is carried out through the values of religious teachings, 
especially regarding love, as a light of divine guidance, so that SA can rediscover its spirit 
or soul, which will put the interests of all beings into one unit with the aim of 
sustainability. It is necessary to have a way to build a new concept through the construction 
process as an effort to "revive" SA. This construction is carried out through the values of 
religious teachings, especially regarding love, as a light of divine guidance, so that SA can 
rediscover its spirit or soul, which will put the interests of all beings into one unit with the 
aim of sustainability. It is necessary to have a way to build a new concept through the 
construction process as an effort to "revive" SA. This construction is carried out through 
the values of religious teachings, especially regarding love, as a light of divine guidance, 
so that SA can rediscover its spirit or soul, which will put the interests of all beings into 
one unit with the aim of sustainability. 

The religious teaching that is used as the basis for constructing the methodology is 
love which is universal and holistic. Perennialism religious philosophy, believes that every 
religion in the world has a single and universal truth which is the basis for all religious 
knowledge and doctrine. The idea of perennialism has existed since ancient times and can 
be found in various world religions and philosophies. The teaching of love is a universal 
teaching that exists in all religious teachings. Charity is the sacred mission of all world 
religions and love should become a real practice in everyday life. In Indonesia alone there 
are 6 religions that are officially recognized by the government. If we trace back the 
universal values contained in the teachings of 6 religions, namely Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Islam, Confucianism, Catholic Christianity and Protestant Christianity, it can be seen that 
the universal concept that exists in all religious teachings is Love Without Borders. In the 
context of SA, by practicing love for all living beings without limits, we will be able to 
create a balance of life and common prosperity towards Universe Sustainability. 

The following will describe some of the teachings of Love from each religion [33].  
The Buddhist teachings of love, are described in the Mettā Sutta, Khuddakapāñha, 
Khuddaka Nikāya, which can be seen in the following quotations: 

 
“Love is like a mother who risked her life, protected her only son. Thus with all 
beings, the mind of infinite love is developed, upward, downward, and around, 
without hindrance, without hatred and enmity. " 

 
In Buddhist belief, love is also called metta. The love taught by the Buddha is 

universal love. It is different from the love that is felt when we like the opposite sex which 
has the nature of attachment or the desire to have eternal possessions, is influenced by 
worldly emotions, and there is a sense of selflessness and lust. Meanwhile, universal love 
is love for all beings, such as fellow humans, animals, insects, plants, parents, siblings, 
friends, even enemies or demonic creatures. 

The Teachings of Love for Catholic Christianity and Protestant Christianity can be 
seen in the following quotations regarding the Law of Love [33]: 
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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind; that is the first and foremost law. And the second commandment that is the 
same as it is: love your neighbor as yourself ”(Matt. 22: 37-39). 

 
The quote from the bible means that the law of love contains two important elements, 

namely that humans must love God with all their power and the other element is that love 
for God is concretized with love for others because it is also written that loving others 
means loving God. From this it appears that love for others has the same degree as love for 
God. 

The teachings of love for Catholic Christianity and Protestant Christianity can also be 
seen in the Bible quotation regarding the origin of love as follows:  

 
"Love / love comes from God. God is love. Love is one of the main characteristics of 
Allah. Allah has gifted us with the capacity / ability to love / love, because we are 
created in His image. This capacity to love is one proof that we are created in the 
image of Allah ”(John 3:16) 

 
The quote means that in fact God (Allah) is love and is the origin of love, where 

humans who are created in God's image should have the ability to love or love other 
creatures created by God. 

The teaching of Confucian Religious Love can be seen in the quote from the Book of 
Mengzi Chapter VI A. 6 verse 7 as follows:  

 
"As for the compassionate heart, it shows the seed of Love, the shame and dislike 
shows the seed of awareness upholding the Truth, the respect and heeding it shows 
the seed of Morality, and the feeling of justifying and blaming it shows the seed. 
Wisdom. Love, Truth, Morality, and Wisdom are not things that are inserted from the 
outside in, but we already have them. But often we don't want to be introspective. So 
it says "Seek and you will find it, waste it and you will lose". 

 
According to Mengzi's explanation, a great Confucian religious figure in the above 

quote means that if someone has compassion for others, then that person already has the 
seeds of love. Confucians believe that this true character is the seed that a human has from 
birth or even in the womb. So, in addition to humans having to develop a sense of love, 
humans must train and develop the seeds of truth, decency and wisdom, so that they 
become humans who have a perfect personality (Junzi). A person who already understands, 
lives and practices Love, Truth, Morality and Wisdom will gain trust (Xin) from God, 
others and the universe. In other words, humans are already in harmony or in harmony 
with God, 

The teaching of love for the Islamic religion can be seen in the same context, the 
Prophet SAW also ordered to love creatures on the surface of this earth regardless of their 
religion, in his words it can be seen in the following quote: 

 
"People who are compassionate, must be loved by Allah. So have love for every 
inhabitant of the earth, surely you will be loved by the inhabitants of the heavens, 
namely the angels. " (Narrated by Abu Daud).  
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The above quote shows that affection in Islam is permanent, not temporary, valued 
and occupies an honorable, holy, and sacred position. It is further explained about the 
teachings of love and affection according to Islam in the following quote: 

 
And look for what Allah has given you (happiness) in the land of the Hereafter, and 
do not forget your part of the (pleasure) of the world and do good (to others) as 
Allah has done good, to you, and do not do damage to (face) earth. Indeed, Allah 
does not like those who do damage. 

 
The quotation means that humans have been gifted with happiness in the world and the 

hereafter, therefore humans should do good to others as God has done good to humans. 
Humans should also always take care of the universe and not do damage because people 
who do damage are not liked by Allah. 

The teachings of love according to Hinduism are Tat Twam Asi teachings which can 
be seen in the following quote:  

 
"Tat twam asi (Dewanagari: तत्त्वम ्अिस or तत्त्वमिस; IAST: Tat tvam asi, Tattvamasi) 
Alihaksara: tattvamasyādivākyena svātmā hi pratipāditaḥ / neti neti 
śrutirbrūyādanṛtaṁ pāñcabhautikam //25// 

 
Based on the quote, it can be explained that Tat Twam Asi is a Hindu concept 

originating from the Sanskrit language, meaning that "I am you and you are me and all 
creatures are the same", because in essence Atman makes life between me and you come 
from one source namely God. Tat Twam Asi is called a social teaching without boundaries 
because it can understand reality based on love and compassion which can unite the souls 
or souls of all living things and all of God's creation as the source of all sources of life in 
the universe. There will no longer be individual interests (self interest) or group interest 
(group interest), but become common interests (common interest). At this stage, the 
implementation of SA has reached the highest level of religious teachings which views that 
humans should always do good based on love for others and all of God's creation as God 
has bestowed compassion and good deeds on humans and all of His creation. 
3.6. New Methodology: Religious-Ecocentrism 

A methodological construction based on the beyond postmodernism view can be 
carried out by combining the values of religious teachings, namely unlimited love and the 
concept of deep ecology based on eco-centrism. The result is a Religious-Ecocentrism 
Methodology which can explain the true essence of SA itself. In the future, the Religious-
Ecocentrism methodology is expected to be able to realize the goal of sustainability, 
namely universe sustainability. Borrowing the term used by Mulawarman (2008), SA in 
the view of modernism based on the Triple Bottom Line, Legitimacy Theory or SDG's 
concept is motivated by selfish love, which is love based on lust or desire to have 
implementation in the form of 'shareholder' and 'market' interests that create corporate 
hegemony, "push aside" the interests of stakeholders and "negate" the existence of God 
[34]. SA then metamorphosed beautifully into SA based on Religious-Ecocentrism which 
is motivated by boundless love, which seeks to balance the interests of different 



ISSN 2656-694x   International Journal of Religious and Cultural Studies 
95                         Vol. 3, No. 1, (April) 2021, pp. 81-98 

 I Gusti Ayu Agung Omika Dewi (Religious Ecocentrism…) 

stakeholders, which according to Mulawarman (2008) includes management, employees, 
investors, creditors, suppliers, customers, consumers, society, including spiritual 
stakeholders, namely the Creator (Allah / God). "Aside" the interests of stakeholders and 
"negate" the existence of God. I don't agree with Mulawarman (2008) who made God the 
Stakeholders. In my view, God is the center or source of all kinds of interactions between 
the company and all related stakeholders. As for what is meant by love without limits is 
universal love aimed at all creatures, namely fellow humans, parents, siblings, friends, 
animals, insects, plants, and all creatures created by God. Love without limits is the main 
love is love for the Lord of the Universe. Love for Allah then emphasizes love for others 
and the natural environment. Love that is meant here is not selfish love which is only 
material in nature, but love in the material, mental and spiritual meaning, truly love or 
hyperlove (love that transcends). Love that transcends is a form of complete understanding 
of the company's interactions with its stakeholders based on mutual trust and honesty and 
eliminating suspicion and betrayal (Mulawarman, 2008). If the concept of sustainability is 
lived and practiced well, a balance of life, justice and mutual welfare can be realized. The 
implementation of SA will later actually be able to realize universal sustainability that can 
unite the interests of all creatures in the universe with God as the center or source to get to 
Universe Sustainability. 

 
4. Conclusion 

SA in the view of modernism, it is considered as a tool used by companies 
(organizations) to create an "image" as a "sustainable" company. This view is of course a 
wrong view, because SA is only understood at a physical or material level, thus forgetting 
the true "essence" of sustainability goals. SA, which has been frequently studied using the 
TBL concept, and analyzed using theories such as the Legitimacy theory which is claimed 
to be able to realize SDG's, in fact ultimately leads to a global multidimensional crisis. The 
postmodernist paradigm appears to make "improvements" to this condition, among others 
by offering counter-narratives using the Utopian method, as an effort to maintain the 
sustainability of species, including humans, from extinction.  

However, the Utopian method has not been able to find the "main cause" of all 
problems related to sustainability accounting, because there is no complete "union" with 
nature and God. Therefore, it is deemed necessary to construct a SA methodology at the 
level beyond postmodernism beyond the Utopian method. The methodological 
construction is carried out by referring to the concept of deep ecology based on eco-
centrism as well as religious holistic based on universal values of religious teachings, 
namely love without limits. The result is the Religious-Ecocentrism methodology that is 
used to "revive" SA so that it can rediscover its spirit, soul, or identity. Based on this 
concept, SA implementation will be able to unite the interests of all creatures in the 
universe, with God as the center or source. The Religious-Ecocentrism methodology is 
believed to be able to unite the thoughts of all religious communities in the world, so that 
there will be no individual interests (self interest) or group interest (group interest), but 
become a common interest (common interest) If the concept of SA is practiced properly, 
then a balance, justice and mutual prosperity can be realized towards Universe 
Sustainability.  
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